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NaNo Character Challenge:  Developing the MAIN CHARACTER of your novel

"Hair color, age, and gender are not enough. "

	Character development:

--lets your reader CARE about your "care-actor" and story

--helps you decide what actions do and don't belong in the plot

--makes your story unique and memorable


Choices for completing this exercise (you may combine them):

1)  You may answer the prompts on the document below, delete unused rows, print and turn in

2)  You may cut and paste text from your novel and use the COMMENTS function to LABEL the parts of your story that answer these questions, print and turn in

3)   You may incorporate your answers into the next section of your novel, print it out, and highlight and hand-label the parts that cover the responses (required and your choice) below.

	REQUIRED RESPONSES:  

COMPLETE ALL
	Please note…ALL of this exercise is about your MAIN character!



	Name of your MAIN character:
	

	Age:
	

	Gender:
	

	Occupation or station in life (what is the "normal" routine for this character at the very start of the book?):
	

	What has happened to disrupt this routine (what is the change from normal that launches the plot conflict of the story?):
	

	Most distinctive aspect of character's physical appearance:
	

	A deeper quality that physical aspect symbolizes:
	

	An experience that happened to your character in the past, probably long ago, that now motivates his/her actions and choices in the current plot:
	

	Two conflicting aspects of your character's personality (more than anything in this world, my character wants/needs ________, but s/he is afraid of ______ OR lacks  __________ OR can't OR ________________)
	


CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE!

	YOUR CHOICE:  COMPLETE AT LEAST 10 of the following (and delete* the rest): 
	Please note…ALL of this exercise is about your MAIN character!



	Height:
	

	Eye color:
	

	Hairstyle:  
	

	Favorite clothing style/outfit:
	

	Where does he or she live? What is it like?  Why does the character live there?
	

	Defining gestures/movements (e.g. flicks fingernails, never quite looks you in the eye, always stands tall and straight, etc.):
	

	Thing/s about his or her appearance the character would most like to change:
	

	Speaking style (fast, slow, monotone, silent type, etc.):
	

	When this character opens a newspaper, what section does s/he start with?
	

	If this character were an animal, s/he would be a/n:  
	

	Pet peeves:
	

	Fondest memory:
	

	Hobbies/interests:
	

	Special skills/abilities:
	

	Insecurities:
	

	Quirks/eccentricities:
	

	Temperament (easygoing, quick to anger, etc.):
	

	A negative trait, flaw, or something we don't admire about the character :
	

	Something guaranteed to upset him or her:
	

	Something guaranteed to embarrass him or her:
	

	This character is highly opinionated about:
	

	Any phobias?
	

	Something guaranteed to make his/her day:
	

	Family (describe):
	

	Deepest, darkest secret:
	

	Reason he or she kept this secret for so long:
	

	Other characters' opinions of this character (what do they like and dislike about him/her?):
	

	Character's favorite band or type of music:
	

	Character's favorite movie:
	

	Favorite TV show:
	

	Favorite book:
	

	Favorite food:
	

	Favorite sport/team:
	

	Political views:
	

	Religion/philosophy of life:
	

	Physical health:
	

	Dream vacation:
	

	Description of his or her house:
	

	Description of his or her car:
	

	Any pets?
	

	Best thing that has ever happened to this character:
	

	Worst thing that has ever happened to this character:
	

	Superstitions:
	

	Three words to describe this character:
	

	If a song played every time this character walked into the room, what song would it be?
	

	The theme that is most important to my book and revealed through this character is:
	


To delete a row:  In MSWord, put your cursor into the row to delete and type ⌘ - Control - X
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