Name  ___________________

Per.   _____  Date  _________

Memoirist (Plot/Subplot) Challenge

The memoir interprets, analyzes, and seeks the deeper meaning beneath the surface experience of particular events. The memoir continually asks the following questions:


Why was this event of particular significance?


What did it mean?


Why is it important?

Often, a memoir is not your whole life—it’s a slice of your life, or a theme you explore, or a series of events that are in some way related.

	Whole memoir

	How many different events will you cover in your memoir overall? List them by keyword.
	

	What is the time period covered?
	

	Why is it significant for you to write and think about these events?
	


	Segment 1 For each major segment of memoir, complete this table (copy and paste for additional segments).

	Keyword (from above)
	

	Age/s you were at the time
	

	You at what age
	

	Situation/problem/challenge
	

	Why situation is/was significant to you
	

	How you responded to situation

--inner (feelings)

--outer (actions)
	

	How other people responded to situation or to your response
	

	One place in segment where you have used detailed imagery OR dialogue (specify which)
	

	This segment is primarily dark/sad OR light/happy
	

	If primarily dark, a place you have included something light (or vice versa)
	

	What was a turning point of events, or what caused the ultimate outcome?
	

	Your "AHA":  why this particular event/story is significant to write about;  what you now think/feel about situation and events.
	

	What meaning/moral/message do you want your reader to take from this segment?
	


http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/753/02/
http://www.namw.org/articles/memoirwrimo%E2%80%94fast-writing-no-guilt/

