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Plot and Subplot Challenge

	PLOT ARCfor your 

MAIN plot/MAIN character
	(adapted from Algis Budrys, via http://www.philipbrewer.net/story-structure-in-short-stories/)

	a character


	

	in a situation


	

	with a problem


	

	that is relevant to some aspect of his/her character
	
	

	who tries to solve the problem
	tries to solve like this
	fails like this

	BUT repeatedly fails (usually making the problem worse)
	a1
	a2

	
	b1
	b2

	
	c1
	c2

	
	d1
	d2

	then, at the climax of the story, makes a final attempt
	

	final attempt succeeds or fails, depending on the kind of story
	

	reader makes meaning from the effect of these events on the character/s
	


Sub-plotting:  The More Plots, the Merrier



A sure-fire way to guarantee that there is enough action in your novel to fill the pages, meet your word count, and keep your readers reading is to add subplots starring your supporting characters. Just like your protagonist and antagonist, your supporting characters have dreams, fears, and weaknesses of their own.

	SUBPLOT #1 required
	

	Minor character involved 
	

	Minor char's situation
	

	Minor char's problem creating the subplot
	

	How problem is relevant to some aspect of  his/her character
	

	How char tries to solve the problem
	tries to solve like this
	fails like this

	BUT fails (at least once)
	a1
	a2

	
	b1
	b2

	then, at the climax of the subplot, makes a final attempt
	

	final attempt succeeds or fails, 
	

	Subplot function (how it relates to the main plot)
	


Subplot function:  develops the protagonist or antagonist, OR helps establish the setting, OR creates a contrast to the main plot, OR adds interest while waiting for next development in main plot, OR develops theme (see next page)
	SUBPLOT #2 required for full credit
	

	Minor character involved 
	

	Minor char's situation
	

	Minor char's problem creating the subplot
	

	How problem is relevant to some aspect of  his/her character
	

	How char tries to solve the problem
	tries to solve like this
	fails like this

	BUT fails (at least once)
	a1
	a2

	
	b1
	b2

	then, at the climax of the subplot, makes a final attempt
	

	final attempt succeeds or fails, 
	

	Subplot function (how it relates to the main plot)
	


Subplot function: how it develops the protagonist or antagonist, OR helps establish the setting, OR creates a contrast to the main plot, OR adds interest while waiting for next development in main plot…

Selected SUBPLOT FUNCTION:  THEME
A subplot can be primarily thematic, concerned with what the lead character needs to learn. While the outer action of the main plot is going on, causing all sorts of problems for the lead, the thematic subplot focuses on issues that are personal and interior. 

For example, you have a detective who’s trying to solve a murder. In the main plot he’s going to interview witnesses, follow leads, avoid death, fight with his partner, run up against his captain and so forth. 

At the same time, he’s having trouble at home. His wife starts drinking because of the stress. This affects the kids. The detective’s marriage is falling apart because he hasn’t learned how to give his wife what she needs. This is the subplot that carries a theme, which might be: Learning to love is as important as success at a job. 

A thematic subplot can end on a positive or negative note and still carry the central message. If the wife leaves the detective at the end, that’s negative, but the lead has learned the lesson in a bitter fashion. He may not accept the lesson, but it’s hit him in a personal way. 

Perhaps the detective figures out he must sacrifice something of his professional life to keep his marriage alive. He and his wife reconcile—a positive note. The lesson is the same. 

A thematic subplot adds depth and meaning to a story. It allows you to make a statement about the important things in life, even if the main character isn’t thinking about them most of the time. 

Adapted from:

ywp_10_hs_subplotting.pdf

http://writersdigest.com/upload/images/BIAM_Worksheets.pdf
http://www.writersdigest.com/qp7-migration-all-articles/qp7-migration-fiction/deepen_your_plot
www.novelwritingacademy.com/wp.../Fillable-Subplots-Checklist.pdf

