Step 1: Topic & focus

Review the nature of the guiding question for your paper, and determine if your topic and focus allow you to gain the most possible points on the WL Assignment rubric.  This is a critical step; making adjustments to your focus now will be a lifesaver (and a time-saver) down the road.
Don’t skip this step!!!

The rubric guides this step through criteria B & C:

Criterion B: Knowledge and understanding

· How effectively has the student used the topic and the essay to show knowledge and understanding of the chosen work?

Criterion C: Appreciation of the writer’s choices

· To what extent does the student appreciate how the writer’s choices of language, structure, technique and style shape meaning?
Examples of central questions for literary papers:

How does weather imagery function in _______________ ?

How does the author use the color ____________ to establish the tone/theme/characters in __________ ?

How does the author prepare you for the response of  ___________ of ____________ to his/her own fate?

In what way does the structure of ________________ impact the message of the author?

How does the narration in ___________ direct the reader’s interpretation of the characters?

How does the author use the female characters to develop the theme of ___________ in ____________ ?

Topics should

· be specific and concrete rather than vague and abstract.

· have a literary focus.

· recognize that the text is not living, but has been constructed by the author deliberately.

· be original.  Use secondary sources as a means of delving deeper; don’t let the sources take over your thought process.

· clearly linked to the supervised write on this work.
Does your topic fit these criteria?  If not, make the needed adjustment – which is often just an adjustment to wording and the angle of your paper.
Write a sentence or two that indicates the clear link this topic (and subsequent development) has to the supervised write on this work.
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Step 2: Thesis self-edit
Be sure that you have written an interesting and effective thesis.

One strategy for writing thesis statements is demonstrated below:

	Write the main idea of the paper in a phrase or clause.
	Frankenstein  and Dr. Faustus are both works of literature about science.

	Make the idea into an argumentative statement.
	The lessons for science in Frankenstein are more obvious than they are in Dr. Faustus.

	Give reasons for your argument in the form of a because clause.
	Because of the realistic nature of Dr. Frankenstein’s pursuits, the lessons for science are more obvious in Mary Shelley’s work than they are in Marlowe’s play of supernatural powers.

	Offer a concession to those who would disagree with your argument.
	Although Frankenstein has the same desire for knowledge that motivates Faustus, because of the realistic nature of Dr. Frankenstein’s pursuits, the lessons for science are more obvious in Mary Shelley’s work than they are in Marlowe’s play of supernatural powers.

	Polish the thesis.
	Although a desire for knowledge motivates both characters, the way in which Mary Shelley bases Dr. Frankenstein’s creation on real scientific theories of her day allows the reader to apply the warning for science more easily than in Marlowe’s supernatural Dr. Faustus.

	Check to make sure that your thesis meets these criteria:
	1. The thesis accurately reflects the ideas developed in the paper.

2. The thesis is interesting enough to make the reader want to continue reading.

3. The thesis is a complex or compound-complex sentence.


Self analysis of thesis:

1. Underline thesis statement (may be more than one sentence.)

2. Highlight in yellow the literary element on which your paper will focus.

3. Highlight in orange the effect of that element on other aspects of the work as a whole.

4. Highlight in blue the effect of the literary element on the reader.

5. Does the thesis focus adequately enough on the author’s craft?  Circle the words in the thesis that give that focus.

6. Does the thesis clearly allow you to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the novel and of the writer’s craft (literature and language)? 

7. Does your thesis reflect what is in your paper?  Can you link all points back to the thesis?
Sample Thesis with comments for revision:

Thesis: Dostoevesky uses symbolism and imagery you may want to narrow this to one or the other of water, and the movement of water, I like this idea, but now you have four literary aspects to talk about multiplied by three separate aspects of the novel = twelve different ideas for a 1200-1500 word paper – that seems like too much! to bring out the subtleties in Raskolnikov’s state of mind, his purification, and the impurity of Svidrigailov. In addition to cutting this back, think about what is important in the scope of the entire novel and stick to that, rather than every possible effect.
Now add the effect on the reader.  Your thesis should include these three distinct parts – I’ve offered samples below only to help you see what is meant by those parts.

1) aspect to be explored: the author’s use of water (as a motif or as a symbol, etc.)

2) effect on the novel: to highlight Raskolnikov’s desire for purification; OR to highlight Raskolnikov’s mental confusion; OR to emphasize Svidrigailov’s amoral nature

3) effect on the reader: thus causing the reader to anticipate Raskolnikov’s ultimate redemption OR thus creating an anxiety in the reader over the protagonist’s progressive mental illness OR and thus pushing the reader closer to a total rejection of Svid and his philosophy.
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Step 3: Development of Ideas Self Edit





Highlight in blue each quotation or paraphrased evidence from the novel.  

For each place where specific evidence from the novel would help, but none appears, place an E in the right margin.  

Is the evidence that is quoted from each point relatively equal, or is one point more heavily represented than the other?


If one is more heavily represented, identify other evidence that could be added to the weakly supported points.

Is the evidence provided from all parts of the novel, or have you focused too much on a limited section (ignore if your thesis directs a limited focus, e.g., effectiveness of the strategies of the conclusion, links between intro & conclusion, etc.)  If your thesis claims an effect that is only supported by a limited section of the novel, then your argument is harder to accept.


Divide the novel into Begin, Middle and End and label the evidence BME in the left margin.

Look at the transitions into and out of the supporting evidence.  Place a T in the right margin if transitions into and out of the evidence are still needed.


Are transitions varied?  If transitions are too much the same, select several places where the identical transition is used in successive places and place a VT in the margin.

Does the writer retell the story or analyze the work?  Remember that your reader is familiar with your text.


Identify retelling by highlighting in orange.

Commentary/analysis must be offered explaining the relationship between the evidence selected and the claim each time there is evidence provided.  Highlight all of your commentary/analysis in yellow.  If there are places where that commentary/analysis is still needed, place an A in the left margin where it is should be added.


Is your commentary/analysis effective or is it just a restatement of the evidence?

Does the writer treat the characters as if they were real, or does the writer treat the characters as constructs of the author?  Highlight in pink any sections that need wording changes to make sure the characters are viewed by the reader as constructs.

Now fix your paper for these issues and move on to the next edit!!!
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Step 4 – Revision of the introduction

Length is proportionate to the paper:

Remember that an introduction for a paper of this length may be longer than a single paragraph, but must remain only an entry point for your reader and is not intended to be overly lengthy.  The longer the introduction, the less opportunity you have in these word constraints to make your point! 

Flowery and overly generic hooks are avoided:

Professionally written papers don’t offer needless attention-getters that are irrelevant to the purpose.  Neither do they overstate the importance of their author or work (or paper!)  Check to be sure that your introduction is focused and serves the purpose of introducing the scope of the paper and a rationale for that focus.

Flow:

There should be an eloquence to the introduction that allows the reader to form an initial impression that this writer is worthy of a top score.  Create the psychological expectation that this is a great paper by making sure that your sentences are varied and flow fluidly and effortlessly!

Example introductions that work well (even if they are not perfect yet!)
The eloquence and timeless richness of the style of literature by both Charlotte and Emily Bronte is seen in the emotional conflicts that they depict in their novels.  Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights by Charlotte and Emily Bronte respectively, have been deemed literary classics because of their ability to craft a depth of structure and tension within the plot of their works.  Though they contain both similarities and differences with regards to the structure of their narration and conflict, there is a common underlying theme within both that illuminates the internal struggle that all, even the reader, must face – the struggle between taking action according to passion and acting on one’s conscience.


Toni Morrison and Alice Walker, both African American female authors concerned with similar subjects, utilize different literary strategies to convey diverse postmodern themes.  Walker’s use of the epistolary form gives an in-depth perspective into the lives of two specific women, whereas Morrison’s third-person narrative provides a narrow and distanced view of Black culture, allowing for more open-ended interpretation of the messages presented.  Both authors employ language as an essential tool to convey Black cultural ideas.  Walker uses vernacular as a key element to signify Celie’s self-realization, whereas Morrison prefers diction, rather than dialect, using poetic language that helps create an atmosphere that connects with the reader.  Point of view and language are key elements contributing to the development of postmodern themes in both Alice Walker’s The Color Purple and Toni Morrison’s Sula.  Although each author presents different themes regarding self-realization, both emphasize the importance of female kinship as part of that process thus allowing the reader to understand unique cultural perspectives through the shared experiences of kinship.
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Step 5: Proofreading and revising for language

Please notice that the rubric has one full criteria devoted to your use of language.  

· How clear, varied and accurate is the language?

· How appropriate is the choice of register, style and terminology? (“Register” refers, in this context, to the student’s use of elements such as vocabulary, tone, sentence structure and terminology appropriate to the task.)

To score at the highest level, you must provide a paper in which the 

· Language is very clear, effective, carefully chosen and precise, with a high degree of accuracy in grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction; register and style are effective and appropriate to the task.
With a fresh copy of the paper in hand, systematically read the paper of each of the following:

1. Spelling – pay special attention to homophones

· Be sure that all red underlines in Word are checked and corrected when necessary.

· Don’t stop there as there are many other spelling issues that their program will not identify for you!

2. Vocabulary – 

· Are your words carefully and precisely chosen?

· Do you use literary vocabulary frequently and correctly?

3. Grammar –

· Do your subjects and verbs always agree?

· Have you checked every single one of the green underlines from Word?

· Have you written in the literary present tense where appropriate?

4. Sentence structure –

· Do you use a variety of different sentence structures, or are all of your sentences subject/verb/object?

· Do you use a variety of sentence complexities?  (simple, complex, compound, compound-complex)

· Do your sentences vary in length

· Are all of your sentences complete thoughts (not fragments)?

· Are all of your sentences discrete thoughts with appropriate punctuation when more than one complete thought is attached in one sentence to another complete thought (no run-on sentences)?

5. Punctuation –

· Have you checked to make sure that compound and compound-complex sentences are punctuated with the correct use of commas and/or semicolons?

· Have you checked to make sure that all dependent clauses are correctly punctuated?

· Have you checked your use of commas to make sure that you are not over-using commas?

· Are you sure that all apostrophes that you are using are correct?  Triple check!

6. Register –

· Is your register formal?

· Have you avoided colloquialisms and slang?

· Have you ever used “a lot” or “alot”?  DON”T - ever!

· Are all metaphorical expressions understandable to an international reader?
· Have you avoided the informal YOU address?

Before you quit this part of the revision process, ask yourself if you believe you will earn top scores because your paper is error-free and has a sophisticated style and formal register!  
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Written Assignment Rubric – HL and SL (first examinations 2013)
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	Criterion A: Fulfilling the requirements of the reflective statement

· To what extent does the student show how their understanding of cultural and contextual elements was developed through the interactive oral?

Note: The word limit for the reflective statement is 300–400 words. If the word limit is exceeded, 1 mark will be deducted.
	does not reach standard
	Reflection on the interactive oral shows superficial development of the student’s understanding of cultural and contextual elements.
	Reflection on the interactive oral shows some development of the student’s understanding of cultural and contextual elements.
	Reflection on the interactive oral shows development of the student’s understanding of cultural and contextual elements.
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	Criterion B: Knowledge and understanding

· How effectively has the student used the topic and the essay to show knowledge and understanding of the chosen work?
	does not reach standard
	The essay shows some knowledge but little understanding of the work used for the assignment.
	The essay shows knowledge and understanding of, and some insight into, the work used for the assignment.
	The essay shows detailed knowledge and understanding of, and perceptive insight into, the work used for the assignment.

	Criterion C: Appreciation of the writer’s choices

· To what extent does the student appreciate how the writer’s choices of language, structure, technique and style shape meaning?
	does not reach standard
	There is some mention, but little appreciation, of the ways in which language, structure, technique and style shape meaning.
	There is adequate appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique and style shape meaning.
	There is excellent appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique and style shape meaning.
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	Criterion D: Organization and development

· How effectively have the ideas been organized, and how well are references to the works integrated into the development of the ideas?

Note: The word limit for the essay is 1,200–1,500 words. If the word limit is exceeded, 2 marks will be deducted.
	does not reach standard
	There is some attempt to organize ideas, but little use of examples from the works used.
	Ideas are superficially organized and developed, with some integrated examples from

the works used.
	Ideas are adequately organized and developed, with appropriately integrated examples from the works used.
	Ideas are effectively organized and developed, with well-integrated examples from the works used.
	Ideas are persuasively organized and developed, with effectively integrated examples

from the works used.

	Criterion E: Language

· How clear, varied and accurate is the language?

· How appropriate is the choice of register, style and terminology? (“Register” refers, in this context, to the student’s use of elements such as vocabulary, tone, sentence structure and terminology appropriate to the task.)
	does not reach standard
	Language is rarely clear and appropriate; there are many errors in grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction, and little sense of register and style.
	Language is sometimes clear and carefully chosen; grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction are fairly accurate, although errors and inconsistencies are apparent; the register and style are to some extent appropriate to the task.
	Language is clear and carefully chosen, with an adequate degree of accuracy in

grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction despite some lapses; register and style are mostly appropriate to the task.
	Language is clear and carefully chosen, with a good degree of accuracy in grammar,

vocabulary and sentence construction; register and style are consistently appropriate to the task.
	Language is very clear, effective, carefully chosen and precise, with a high degree of

accuracy in grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction; register and style are effective and appropriate to the task.
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